
Lesson Plan: Celebrating Cultural Traditions 
Objectives 
 

1. Students will explore different cultural traditions from around the world. 
2. Students will understand the significance of various cultural traditions. 
3. Students will appreciate and respect cultural diversity. 

 
Materials Needed 

− Book: "Same, Same but Different" by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 
− Photos or videos of various cultural traditions (e.g., Diwali, Chinese New Year, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa) 
− World map 
− Drawing paper and crayons/markers 
− Craft supplies (e.g., paper, scissors, glue, colored pencils) 
− Cultural artifacts or items (if available) 

 
Procedure 
1. Introduction (10 minutes) 

− Discussion: Start with a conversation about what traditions are and why they are 
important. Explain that traditions are special things people do regularly to celebrate 
important aspects of their culture. 

− Sharing: Invite students to share any traditions they celebrate with their families. 
 
2. Read Aloud (15 minutes) 

− Book: Read "Same, Same but Different" by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw. Engage 
students with questions during the reading to help them connect with the story. 

− Discussion: 
o What are some of the traditions mentioned in the book? 
o How do these traditions make the characters' lives special? 
o How do the characters' traditions show that they are both similar and 

different? 
 
3. Explore Cultural Traditions (15 minutes) 

− Multimedia: Show photos or short video clips of different cultural traditions from 
around the world (e.g., Diwali, Chinese New Year, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa). 

− Explanation: Briefly explain each tradition and locate the countries on a world map. 
− Discussion: Discuss the significance of each tradition: 

o Diwali: The Festival of Lights, celebrated in India, symbolizing the victory of 
light over darkness. 

o Chinese New Year: A major holiday in China, celebrating the lunar new year 
with family gatherings, feasts, and fireworks. 

o Hanukkah: The Jewish Festival of Lights, celebrating the miracle of the oil 
lamp that burned for eight days. 



o Kwanzaa: An African American holiday celebrating African heritage, 
community, and culture. 

 
4. Craft Activity: Cultural Traditions Booklet (15 minutes) 

− Materials: Provide each student with a small booklet made from folded paper. 
− Activity: Ask students to choose one cultural tradition they learned about and create 

a page in their booklet about it. They can draw pictures, write a few sentences, or 
both. 

− Creativity: Encourage creativity and allow students to decorate their booklets with 
markers, crayons, and other craft supplies. 

 
5. Sharing and Discussion (10 minutes) 

− Sharing: Have students share their booklets with the class, explaining what they 
learned about the chosen tradition. 

− Discussion: Discuss the similarities and differences between the traditions. 
Highlight how each tradition is unique but also shares common themes such as 
family, celebration, and community. 

 
6. Reflection and Closing (5 minutes) 

− Circle Time: Gather the students in a circle and reflect on what they learned today. 
− Sharing: Ask them to share one new thing they learned about a different culture and 

one thing they appreciate about their own traditions. 
− Reinforcement: Reinforce the message that learning about and respecting different 

cultural traditions helps us understand and appreciate the diversity in our world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Self-Reflection Assessment 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________  
 

1. What is one new cultural tradition you learned about today? 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

2. Why is this tradition important to the people who celebrate it? 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

3. What is one thing you enjoyed about learning other cultural traditions? 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

4. How can you show respect for different cultural traditions? 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 



Lesson Plan Assessment Checklist 
Lesson Objectives 

1. Students will explore different cultural traditions from around the world. 
2. Students will understand the significance of various cultural traditions. 
3. Students will appreciate and respect cultural diversity. 

 
Assessment Components 

1. Participation 
− Criteria: Involvement in discussions and activities. 
− Methods: Observing students during class discussions and activities. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students actively contribute to discussions. 
 Students ask and answer questions. 
 Students participate in group activities. 

 
2. Engagement 
− Criteria: Interest and enthusiasm during the lesson. 
− Methods: Monitoring student behavior and attention during the lesson. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students show curiosity and interest in the traditions. 
 Students stay focused during activities. 
 Students express enjoyment and excitement. 

 
3. Understanding 
− Criteria: Comprehension of cultural traditions and their significance. 
− Methods: Asking questions during and after the lesson, reviewing student 

booklets. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students can explain the traditions they learned about. 
 Students can articulate the significance of the traditions. 
 Students correctly complete the self-reflection worksheet. 

 
4. Creativity 
− Criteria: Originality and effort in the cultural traditions’ booklet. 
− Methods: Reviewing student booklets. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students create detailed and imaginative booklets. 
 Students use a variety of colors and materials. 
 Students personalize their booklets with unique details. 

 
5. Inclusion 
− Criteria: Respect and appreciation for different cultures. 



− Methods: Observing interactions during discussions and activities. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students show respect for different traditions. 
 Students listen attentively to their peers. 
 Students include diverse perspectives in their booklets. 

 
6. Reflection 
− Criteria: Thoughtfulness in self-reflection assessment. 
− Methods: Reviewing self-reflection worksheets. 
− Indicators of Success:  

 Students provide meaningful responses to reflection prompts. 
 Students express personal growth and understanding. 
 Students show a commitment to respecting cultural diversity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Interdisciplinary Supplemental Activities 
 
Math 

− Activity: Compare and contrast numbers related to different cultural traditions, such 
as the number of days celebrations last (e.g., 8 days of Hanukkah, 7 days of 
Kwanzaa). 

− Worksheet: Create a math worksheet with word problems related to cultural 
traditions, like calculating the number of candles used in Hanukkah. 

 
Music 

− Activity: Listen to and learn simple songs from different cultural traditions. Discuss 
the role of music in celebrations. 

− Performance: Learn a song associated with a particular cultural tradition and 
perform it as a class. 

 
Physical Education 

− Activity: Learn and perform traditional dances from different cultures, such as an 
Indian dance for Diwali or a Chinese dragon dance. 

− Exercise: Incorporate traditional games or physical activities from various cultures 
into the PE curriculum. 

 
Science 

− Activity: Explore the science behind traditional practices, such as the use of light in 
Diwali and Hanukkah, and discuss the symbolism of light. 

− Experiment: Conduct a simple science experiment related to one of the traditions, 
like creating a simple circuit to light a bulb, symbolizing the Festival of Lights. 

 
Technology 

− Activity: Use online resources or apps to explore virtual tours of cultural 
celebrations around the world. Create a digital collage of images and facts about 
different traditions. 

− Research: Have students use tablets or computers to research a cultural tradition 
and present their findings to the class. 

 
Family Involvement 

− Project: Assign a family project where students interview a family member about a 
tradition they celebrate. Students can then share their findings with the class. 

− Reading: Provide a list of books that families can read together about cultural 
traditions, such as "Let's Celebrate!" by Kate DePalma and "Holidays Around the 
World" by Deborah Heiligman. 

 
 
 



Additional Reading 
− Books: 

o "The Name Jar" by Yangsook Choi 
o "Hats Off to Hair!" by Virginia Kroll 
o "My Food, Your Food, Our Food" by Emma Carlson Berne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos Various Cultural Traditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


